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! Newsletter of the WRIGHT FLYERS R/C Club  

! Website:  www.joeld.net/wfrc

Welcome to a new look to the WFRC Newsletter. 
With a new Mac to replace JeanÕs old computer, comes a new look to the newsletter.  Please let us know 
what you think of it.  Contact Jean at jedavids@charter.net to express your opinion of the new look.

Meeting Highlights
On Tuesday, December 11th, the Wright Flyers 

held the monthly membership  meeting at the 
Monticello Middle School. 

The business meeting was called to order at 7:11 
PM by president Scott Leiferman. There were eight 
members present including four club officers.

The secretary read the minutes of the November 
meeting and they were approved as read.

The treasurer gave a report that after $85 of 
deposits, the balance is currently at $3580.40.  The 
portable toilet vendor, Easy Flush, did as agreed and 
charged us for only half of October, even though the 
toilet was not actually  removed until well after the 
15th of the month. 

As a recap of the field grass condition, Scott 
Leiferman, and others that have researched methods 
to revitalize the grass, have been advised that 
reseeding, fertilizing and weed spraying would be 
quite ineffective without a watering/irrigation 
system. 

Scott Leiferman passed on a thank-you from Mr. 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 8th, 2008. 

It will be held in Room 30 of  the 

Monticello Middle School.

Bruce Yeager whose donation of his model aircraft 
last summer was used to fund some signs at the field.

Garth Landefeld will approach fellow member 
Buzz Plante to see if he can add a section to match 
the frequency board he made for the field. We need 
some extra space on the frequency board to place 
pins to show which flyers are occupying flight 
stations at the flight line with spread spectrum radios. 

There was a discussion that was started by Garth 
Landefeld to find out if the club would like to put on 
any events open to AMA members from other clubs. 
If we are interested, we should begin the process to 
qualify a club member as an AMA qualified contest 
director. Currently, our club doesnÕt have any 
member possessing such credentials. This discussion 
didnÕt elicit a mandate to certify a contest director for 
the WFRC club but any member of his own volition 
could pursue a CD rating.
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In the vane of WFRC hosting flying events at the 
field, Leo Davids suggested we could extend an 
invitation to MARCEE to have one of their summer 
association meetings at our Montissippi field. Their 
meetings are typically the first Monday of each 
month. Over the past 2-3 years MARCEE has 
received invitations from many Twin City  area clubs 
to fly  and have their business meetings at a club 
field. The hosting club derives a benefit from a 
generous display of electric powered aircraft that 
turn out to fly. Typically, for a MARCEE meeting, 
the field would be designated exclusively for electric 
flight from about 5 PM until dark for anyone with 
AMA membership. There was no consensus that 
WFRC should extend an offer to MARCEE so the 
idea was tabled for future consideration. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Coming Events
Don Bentfield Memorial Swap Meet - The 

Minnesota Association of Aeromodeling Clubs is 
sponsoring this seventh annual event on Saturday 
January 19th at the B-Dale Club, 2100 N. Dale St. in 
Roseville. The swap runs from 9 AM until 1 PM. 
There is a $4 admission but no table fees. There will 
be a raffle and refreshments available. Contact Tim 
K. at 763-444-4617 or Dan K. at 651-738-8302 or 
Mark R. at 651-257-6792 for more information.

TCRC Auction - Twin Cities RC Club is 
holding their annual auction on Saturday, February 
9th, from 7 AM to 5 PM at the St. PeterÕs Church in 
Richfield. This link to their web site will give further 
info about the rules, location and advanced 
registration.  "http://www.tcrconline.com/pages/
auction.htm"

December Meeting Show and Tell
Joel Dirnberger  brought in a pair of the palm 

sized RC helicopters that sell under the Air Hog 
brand at many Target and Wal-Mart stores. These 
little guys with IR based 2-channel transmitters have 
been popular for a couple years now.  When they 

work properly (about a 50/50 proposition) they can 
be a lot of indoor fun for about $25-30.  Most 
everyone at the meeting got to try one, many for the 
first time.

Scott Leiferman reintroduced a project he first 
showed at a meeting last winter. It was a kit of the 
Joe Bridi  Kaos pattern airplane of the late 1970Õs. 
ScottÕs Kaos is significant because it survived his 
house fire last summer. He had it built  but only the 
wing was covered when the fire occurred. Scott 
pointed out how the fire had yellowed the white 
Monokote wing covering. It had also impregnated 
the fuselage balsa with black soot which he was not 
able to get completely off. However, the fuselage did 
cover with white Monokote although it doesnÕt quite 
match the wing. Scott decided he should 
memorialize the fire with his Kaos trim. He ordered 
some custom flame trim for the wings to accent the 
yellowed white covering. Scott has set up the Kaos 
with a basic 4-channel control and fixed tricycle 
landing gear and an OS 61 motor. 

Scott with 
his Kaos at 
a previous 

meeting 
and now in 
its finished 

form.
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New AMA Membership Class

The January issue of Model Aviation introduced 
an initiative that AMA hopes will address the waning 
membership in AMA the past few years while the 
hobby in general is booming. There is a 4-page 
spread that details a new membership class called the 
Park Pilot Program (PPP). Basically, the AMA will 
issue a membership with initial benefits of $500K 
liability insurance and quarterly magazine if the 
member only flies electric RC aircraft of less than 2 
pounds and 60 mph top speed. PPP membership 
doesnÕt give the pilot any rights or privileges to use 
any specific flying sites, however the liability 
insurance will provide coverage where RC electric is 
either not specifically banned or invited by private or 
public facilities indoors or out.

As a further aid to set up official sites for electric 
RC, AMA is going to tailor PPP to help  establish 
sites (in metro areas) through individual members 
approaching private and public officials with a 
package to secure use of suitable facilities. This 
support will be backed with a $2.5 million liability 
coverage for the owners of the site.

In regard to existing AMA club flying sites, the 
Park Pilot AMA member could only use these sites 
at the invitation of the controlling club. It is not clear 
if the club could have a membership class of its own 
that required only the AMA Park Pilot membership. 
The AMA emphasizes that the real intent of this 
program is to establish separate Park Pilot sites and 
clubs.

To date, our WFRC club, as a chartered AMA 
organization, has not received an official 
communication from AMA in regard to any aspect of 
the Park Pilot Program. So we donÕt have AMA 
guidance as to whether it is appropriate to amend our 
bylaws to include or exclude Park Pilots with AMA 
m e m b e r s h i p . T h e p u b l i s h e d l i n k a t   
www.parkflyer.org currently brings you to the AMA 
main web site with a Òcoming soonÓ for the PPP. 

There have been ads in other model aviation 
magazines with similar content to what has been 
published in the January 2008 issue of Model 
Aviation magazine so this program is not just a trial 
balloon. The AMA 2008 Convention in Ontario, 
California is suppose to be a venue where further 
exposure of this program will occur.  In the 
meantime, our monthly  club meetings will very 
likely feature discussion about the PPP hopefully 
with clarifications as AMA gets peppered with 
questions about the program.

Garth Landefeld and His Russian Air Force

If you were at the November meeting, Garth 
previewed his next scale project which was inspired 
by a building article in the October issue of Model 
Aviation Magazine. The model, a WW-II Russian  
IL-2 Stormovik, was designed to be an 86Ó W/S 
giant scale 16 pound aircraft powered by a 2-cycle 
gasoline engine. Other than our very own Gary 
Dahlheim, there isnÕt much interest in these bigger 
gas models in the club, Garth included. So Garth 
took the shrunken plans in the article to his local 
Kinkos and enlarged them to give him a 62Ó 
wingspan version suitable for 60-sized glow power. 
With some antique but effective foam cutting 
equipment, Garth started out making a fine set of 
wing cores. He also decided to upgrade the plane to 
include retractable gear for his version. The author 
of the building article was kind of sparse on scale 
details so Garth is using his sources of Soviet 
Aviation to enhance the scale accuracy of his model. 

Another challenge is that the author had canopies 
and cowlings produced for the giant scale size, but 
Garth has to scratch fabricate those parts for his 
smaller version. Even though the size of  the model 
is reduced, the complexity and effort it takes to build  
it have increased. Garth isnÕt much for the iron-on 
plastic covering so he got a few yards (actually, 
about 50 yards) of fiberglass to cover it. That will be 
topped off with very authentic paint and markings. 

Given the sport/pattern proportions and wing 
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If you have news or ideas for articles you 
would like to see, you can email me at 

jedavids@charter.net Or call me at 
763-263-3577.  Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

loading of this model, it is expected to be a more 
docile flyer than many of the previous scale models 
Garth has produced. If anyone has a nice model of a 
German Panzer Tank, lets get it to the field this 
summer so Garth can re-enact the tank busting 
prowess of the Russian IL-2 Stormovik aircraft. 

GarthÕs 
Stormovik - 

work in 
progress and 

what it should 
look like when 
built. Notice the 

tank?
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